
28 QUALITY MAGAZINE /  January - March 2008

T
R
A
N
S
P
O
R
T
A
T
IO

N

By Ed Pinero,
Director of Transportation

B.A. Ed.

SAFETY is everyone’s business!
Since 2004, the level of SECURITY
and SAFETY for children passengers
in school buses or 7D passenger
vans continues to experience a 
positive turn.  This welcomed 
accomplishment has been possible,
in part, thanks to a Canadian School
Bus Safety Company called Child
Check-Mate Systems Inc.    

Child Check-Mate Systems Inc. has led the industry in developing a unique alarm system that acts as an 
electronic reminder to drivers and protects both the driver and child before the moment they board to the 
moment they step off and beyond.  This reminder helps ensure that all children safely dismount the vehicle upon
completion of the route.  Each day, over 200,000 drivers rely on the added safety value of the children passen-
ger detection system knowing that Child Check-Mate never sleeps while children are onboard.  The 
system was designed “by drivers for drivers” and was purposely designed taking into account views and 
concerns of the people who purchase, use, install, and regulate policies and regulations within the school trans-
portation industry.   Additionally, the system’s installation procedure is generic for all vehicles and is
“One System Fits All.”

The benefits of the Child Check-Mate system go far and beyond that of simply improving child passenger safety.
Advanced level of technology upgrades have allowed Child Check-Mate to introduce two new system models that,
in addition to providing child check protection, offers Global Positioning System (GPS) and built in Theft-Mate, a
motion sensor that prevents bus/van break-ins and vandalism.  

Unfortunately, accidents do happen!  Needless to say, the consequences of leaving a child behind have led to
an increase in job terminations and in some cases, criminal charges.  This has resulted in State legislature and
insurance companies working hand in hand to promote mandatory use of systems such as Child 
Check-Mate.  Child Check-Mate helps protect both the driver and operator by reducing exposure through 
litigation and rising cost of insurance premiums.

The value Child Check-Mate has had to the industry can be solidified by samples of driver feedback. Their 
feedback has been nothing less than exceptional.  “Not only is the system user friendly, easy to operate and 
install, but it also allows me to have peace of mind by having to check the vehicle prior to turning off the 
ignition and departing for the morning/afternoon.”  “The system also enables me to have a comfort level that is
second to none knowing I’ve checked my vehicle and all my children are home safe and sound with their loved
ones.” 
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